
Synopsis Of 2017 Legislation Impacting The 
California Rental Industry 
 

SB 2: Establishes a permanent funding source for affordable housing through a fee on real estate transaction 

documents.  

SB 3: Authorizes $4 billion in general obligation bonds for affordable-housing programs. 

SB 35: Streamlines the approval process for infill developments in local communities that have failed to meet their 

regional housing needs.  

SB 166: Ensures that cities maintain an ongoing supply of housing construction sites for residents of various income 

levels.  

SB 167: Increases the standard of proof required for a local government to justify a denial of low-and-moderate income 

housing development projects.  

SB 540: Streamlines the environmental review process for certain local affordable-housing projects. 

AB 72: Strengthens the state’s ability to enforce laws requiring local governments to achieve housing goals.  

AB 73: Gives local governments incentives to create housing on infill sites near public transportation.  

AB 291: The Immigrant Tenant Protection Act makes it illegal to threaten to report a tenant or report a tenant to ICE as 

leverage for eviction.  

AB 571: Makes it easier to develop housing for California’s farmworkers.  

AB 879: Authorizes a study of local fees charged to new residential developments that will also include a proposal to 

substantially reduce such fees. 

AB 1397: Changes definition of “land suitable for residential development,” thereby increasing the number of sites 

where new multi-family housing can be built.  

AB 1505: Restores local governments’ ability to apply inclusionary policies to rental housing in light of the Palmer vs. Los 

Angeles decision, which erroneously equated rent control with deed-restricted rental units.  

AB 1515: Affords housing projects protections of the Housing Accountability Act, despite local opposition, if they comply 

with local planning rules.  

AB 1521: Gives housing organizations right of first refusal to purchase affordable-housing developments.  

 

Bornstein Law can help you adapt to the new laws and explain the many nuances. To make sense of the legislative changes that 

impact your rental business, contact the Bay Area’s foremost authority in landlord-tenant law. 415-409-7611. 

 

 


